
LAWN CARE TIPS

How much water does a lawn need?

In general, turf grasses need about 3/4" - 1 1/4" of water per week to maintain green color and
active growth. However, during certain times during the summer when high temperatures are the
norm, you should allow lawns to naturally slow down in growth during those extreme conditions.
You may let the lawn go almost completely dormant in hot weather. Many factors such as the
soil and weather all have a role in the lawn's water needs. Here are a few guidelines to follow:

Avoid over watering
Use a rain gauge to measure how much water you're applying. Over watering does more than
deplete the water supply, it also makes plants prone to pests and adds to storm water runoff,
which pollutes our water systems. By choosing and operating a watering system correctly, you
can reduce water bills, insect and disease problems, and maintenance requirements. For example,
the more you water your lawn, the faster it grows and the more it needs to be mowed.

Water as infrequently as possible.
Thoroughly water when you do water so moisture soaks down to the roots. Exceptions to this
general rule would be for newly seeded lawns where the surface needs to stay moist, newly
sodded lawns that have not yet rooted into the soil, or when summer patch disease is a problem
(see Lawn Diseases). Otherwise, avoid frequent watering that promote shallower root systems
and weeds (e.g., crabgrass).

Monitor rainfall
Don't water the lawn if rains are expected soon. Keep track of rainfall for the week. Don't apply
more water to the lawn than what is absolutely necessary. The guide of about 1" of water per
week is only a guide. If your lawn doesn't get that 1" of water, it's not going to die.


